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The Tan Book

List of Species, Botanical Varieties, and Forms (under the ICN)
and Species reduced to Cultivar Rank (under the ICNCP)

The Tan Book (for species, varieties, and forms) was first published in print as a
companion publication to the Silver Book (for cultivars) in 1993. It provided the
membership of The American Hosta Society (AHS) with a List of Species, Botanical
Varieties and Forms, and Specioids. Later editions of this list changed the term “Specioid”
to “Species reduced to Cultivar Rank,” to replace the now invalid term *“Specioid.”
Compiled by the Nomenclature Committee of The American Hosta Society, the 1993
edition was based on taxonomy presented in W. George Schmid’s 1991 monograph The
Genus Hosta - Giboshi Zoku (777 /J&) (London: Batsford, Ltd; Portland, Oregon:
Timber Press). This nomenclature was recommended by the AHS Nomenclature
Committee in 1993 and accepted by the Board of the AHS; see THJ, Vol. 25, No. 2, pp. 41-
44.

NOTE: Effective July 2011, the International Botanical Congress replaced the
International Code of Botanical Nomenclature (ICBN) with the International Code for
Nomenclature for algae, fungi, and plants (ICN).

In the following document. the left column gives the full botanical name, horticultural,
trade names, and incorrect names that have appeared in previous lists; and in the right
column the simplified, horticultural name as sanctioned by the AHS is inserted. This list
is intended to assist authors, nurseries, gardeners, professional horticulturists, and others
who require correct nomenclature for plant labels, catalog entries, and in articles
submitted to The Hosta Journal and The Online Hosta Journal. Species names sanctioned
by The American Hosta Society have been simplified by omitting “var.” and *“f.”
indications as well as the autonym, when the indication of an autonym was required by
the ICN. The author citation has also been omitted in the abbreviated names. The full
botanical names listed first in the left column are preferred for use in scientific papers
and for uses relating to scientific and taxonomic purposes. Gardeners and nurseries who
desire short names on labels may prefer the AHS sanctioned, abbreviated name listed in
the right column. Explanatory remarks relating to certain placements can be found on
each page. From time to time, the Nomenclature Committee of The American Hosta
Society will update this list to reflect changes in nomenclature and placements revised by
botanists and taxonomists. Correspondence relating to this list is to be directed to the
AHS Nomenclature Committee: W. George Schmid (Chair) at HostaHill@bellsouth.net
or Warren 1. Pollock at giboshiWIP@aol.com.

Registration is not required for the names of former taxa (species, varieties, and
forms) that have been reclassified as cultivars in The Genus Hosta - Giboshi Zoku by
W.G. Schmid (1991). Any taxon reclassified to cultivar rank is established as a taxon
and thus does not require registration under the rules. The pertinent information is
recorded when a taxon is validly established under the ICN (formerly the ICBN), and
when reducing the taxon to cultivar rank under the ICNCP, this information is carried
over from the former taxon’s description and such names are registered de facto.
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1) Full Botanical Name (date of valid publication has been
omitted. Refer to W.G. Schmid, The Genus Hosta-Giboshi Zoku
for the valid publication date for each species and sub-species
listed)

2) Horticultural, Trade, and Incorrect Name(s)

AHS
Sanctioned
Name

H. aequinoctiiantha Koidzumi ex Araki

H. aequinoctiiantha

H. albofarinosa Wang

H. albofarinosa

H. alismifolia Maekawa

H. alismifolia

H. atropurpurea Nakai

H. atropurpurea

H. bella \Wehrhahn
H. ‘Bella’ Schmid 1991

H. ‘Bella’ is not in the U. S. trade, but some specimens reportedly
exist in Germany

H. ‘Bella’

H. calliantha Araki

H. calliantha

H. capitata Nakai

H. capitata

H. caput-avis
(SEE H. kikutii var. caput-avis)

H. cathayana Maekawa

H. cathayana

H. chibai and H. tibai
These names are not validly published. H. tibai is orthographi-
cally incorrect and must be changed to H. tibae to conform to the

International Code of Nomenclature for algae, fungi, and plants,
Melbourne = ICN (2011).

(SEE H. tibae)

H. clausa (Koidzumi) Nakai var. clausa

The full botanical name is preferred, but the abbreviated, AHS
sanctioned name may also be used. This variety has flowers that
do not open.

H. clausa

H. clausa var. normalis Maekawa
This is the normal form with opening flowers found in the wild.

H. clausa normalis

H. clausa var. ensata (Maekawa) Schmid

This synonym is used for the Chinese species H. ensata. Refer to
W.G.Schmid, The Genus Hosta - Giboshi Zoku, color plate 37
(1991).

H. clausa ensata

H. clausa var. stolonifera Schmid

This variety propagates by stolons and does not develop flowers. It
is not in cultivation.

H. clausa stolonifera
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1) Full Botanical Name (date of valid publication has been AHS
omitted. Refer to W.G. Schmid, The Genus Hosta-Giboshi Zoku Sanctioned
for the valid publication date for each species and sub-species Name
listed)

2) Horticultural, Trade, and Incorrect Name(s)

H. clavata Maekawa H. clavata

H. crassifolia Araki

H. crassifolia

H. crispula Maekawa (This is the white-margined cultivar)
H. ‘Crispula’ Schmid 1991

H. “Crispula’

H. crispula ‘Viridis’ Schmid 1991 (The all-green form)
H. ‘Crispula Viridis’ Schmid 1991

H. ‘Crispula Viridis’

H. decorata f. decorata Bailey 1930
H. ‘Decorata’ Schmid 1991

H. ‘Decorata’

H. decorata . normalis Stearn
H. ‘Decorata Normalis® Schmid 1991 green form.

H. ‘Decorata Normalis’

H. densa Maekawa

A blue-grey plant in the trade under this name is H. ‘Density’ and
is not H. densa, which has green leaves. Refer to W. G. Schmid,
The Genus Hosta - Giboshi Zoku, p. 47 (1991), also Zilis The
Hostapedia, p. 233 (2009) for correct identification.

H. densa

H. elata Hylander
H. ‘Elata’ Schmid 1991

H. ‘Elata’

H. ensata
(SEE H. clausa var. ensata)

H. fluctuans Maekawa

H. fluctuans

H. fluctuans f. parvifolia Maekawa
This species variety is not in the trade
(SEE H. fluctuans)

H. fluctuans parvifolia
H. fluctuans parviflora (Do not use: Orthographically incorrect)

H. fluctuans *Variegated’
This cultivar name is invalid per the ICNCP

H. ‘Sagae’

In Japan = Z&{R[{L = Sagae city
in Yamagata Prefecture. This is
the correct cultivar name.
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1) Full Botanical Name (date of valid publication has been

AHS

omitted. Refer to W.G. Schmid, The Genus Hosta-Giboshi Zoku Sanctioned
for the valid publication date for each species and sub-species Name

listed)

2) Horticultural, Trade, and Incorrect Name(s)

H. fortunei (Baker) Bailey H. ‘Fortunei’

H. ‘Fortunei’ Schmid 1991

H. fortunei var. albopicta Hylander
H. ‘Fortunei Albopicta’ Schmid 1991

H. ‘Fortunei Albopicta’

H. fortunei var. albopicta f. aurea Hylander
H. ‘Fortunei Aurea’ Schmid 1991

H. ‘Fortunei Aurea’

H. fortunei var. albopicta f. viridis Hylander
H. ‘Fortunei Viridis’ Schmid 1991

H. ‘Fortunei Viridis’

H. fortunei var. aureomarginata Hylander
H. ‘Fortunei Aureomarginata’ Schmid 1991

H. ‘Fortunei Aureomarginata’

H. fortunei var. gigantea Bailey
H. ‘Fortunei Gigantea’ Schmid 1991

H. ‘Fortunei Gigantea’

H. fortunei var. hyacinthina Hylander
H. ‘Fortunei Hyacinthina’ Schmid 1991

H. ‘Fortunei Hyacinthina’

H. fortunei var. obscura Hylander
H. ‘Fortunei Obscura’ Schmid 1991

H. ‘Fortunei Obscura’

H. fortunei var. rugosa Hylander
H. ‘Fortunei Rugosa’ Schmid 1991

H. ‘Fortunei Rugosa’

H. fortunei var. stenantha Hylander
H. ‘Fortunei Stenantha’ Schmid 1991

H. ‘Fortunei Stenantha

H. gracillima Maekawa

H. gracillima

H. helonioides Maekawa var. helonioides
H. ‘Helonioides’ Schmid 1991

H. ‘Helonioides’
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1) Full Botanical Name (date of valid publication has been
omitted. Refer to W.G. Schmid, The Genus Hosta-Giboshi Zoku
for the valid publication date for each species and sub-species
listed)

2) Horticultural, Trade, and Incorrect Name(s)

AHS
Sanctioned
Name

H. helonioides var. albopicta Maekawa
H. “Helonioides Albopicta’ Schmid 1991

H. ‘Helonioides Albopicta’

H. hippeastrum Maekawa
H. ‘Hippeastrum’ Schmid 1991

H. ‘Hippeastrum’

H. jonesii Chung

H. jonesii

H. kikutii Maekawa var. kikutii

H. kikutii

H. kikutii ‘Pruinose’
(SEE H. kikutii var. kikutii f. leuconota)

H. kikutii pruinosa

This name was not validly published and is incorrect under the
rules of the ICN
(SEE H. kikutii var. kikutii f. leuconota)

H. kikutii ‘Soules Pruinose’
A clonal collection from Japan

H. kikutii ‘Soules Pruinose’

H. kikutii var. caput-avis Maekawa

H. kikutii caput-avis

H. kikutii var. densinervia (Fujita et Tamura)
(SEE H. kikutii var. polyneuron)

H. kikutii var. kikutii f. leuconota Schmid

H. kikutii leuconota

H. kikutii var. polyneuron Fujita

Published by Maekawa as H. polyneuron. In 2008 Fujita &
Tamura split it into two taxa as H. kikutii var. densinervia and H.
kikutii var. scabinervia. See THJ Vol. 40, No. 1, pp 9-11 (2009).

H. kikutii polyneuron

H. kikutii var. scabrinervia (Fujita et Tamura)
(SEE H. kikutii var. polyneuron)

H. kikutii var. tosana (Maekawa) Maekawa

H. kikutii tosana

H. kikutii var. yakusimensis Maekawa

H. kikutii yakusimensis

H. kiyosumiensis Maekawa

H. kiyosumiensis
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1) Full Botanical Name (date of valid publication has been
omitted. Refer to W.G. Schmid, The Genus Hosta-Giboshi Zoku
for the valid publication date for each species and sub-species
listed)

2) Horticultural, Trade, and Incorrect Name(s)

AHS
Sanctioned
Name

H. laevigata Schmid

H. laevigata

H. lancifolia Engler
H. ‘Lancifolia’ Schmid 1991

H. ‘Lancifolia’

H. longipes f. hypoglauca Maekawa

This species has two botanical types: The original type is a prui-
nose form similar to H. longipes f. hypoglauca. The common green
form described by Maekawa (1940) is now named H. longipes var.
vulgata to separate the two types. For further explanations see W.
G. Schmid, The Genus Hosta-Giboshi Zoku, pp. 70-72 (1991).

H. longipes hypoglauca

H. longipes f. sparsa (Nakai) Schmid

H. longipes sparsa

H. longipes f. viridipes Maekawa

H. longipes viridipes

H. longipes var. caduca Fujita

This species variety is not in the trade — it combines H. fluctuans
and H. nigrescens.

H. longipes caduca

H. longipes var. latifolia Maekawa

H. longipes latifolia

H. longipes var. vulgata Schmid et Daniels

H. longipes vulgata

H. longissima
(SEE H. longissima var. longissima)

H. longissima var. brevifolia Maekawa
(SEE H. longissima var. longissima)

H. longissima var. longifolia (Honda) Schmid

H. longissima longifolia

H. longissima Honda var. longissima

The full botanical name is an autonym, i.e., the species name is
repeated as a varietal name and H. longissima becomes H.
longissima var. longissima = H. longissima var. brevifolia. This
specific variety is the H. longissima imported by von Siebold in
the 1830s and has been in the trade for over a century. H.
longissima var. longifolia is the form with much longer leaves
recently imported from Japan as Hosoba Mizu Giboshi, now
called H. longissima var. longifolia, which see.

H. longissima
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1) Full Botanical Name (date of valid publication has been

AHS

omitted. Refer to W.G. Schmid, The Genus Hosta-Giboshi Zoku Sanctioned

for the valid publication date for each species and sub-species Name

listed)

2) Horticultural, Trade, and Incorrect Name(s)

H. minor Maekawa H. minor

H. minor f. alba Maekawa H. minor ‘Alba’

H. minor ‘Alba’ Schmid 1991

H. montana Maekawa

H. montana

H. montana t. macrophylla Schmid

H. montana macrophylla

H. montana f. ovatolancifolia (Araki) Schmid

H. montana ovatolancifolia

H. montana var. liliiflora Maekawa
H. montana ‘Liliiflora’ Schmid 1991

H. montana ‘Liliiflora’

H. montana var. praeflorens Maekawa

H. montana ‘Praeflorens' as described by Maekawa is not in the
trade. The plant sold as H. montana ‘Praeflorens' is in fact H.
montana f. macrophylla and should be renamed. For further
synonyms and details, see W. G. Schmid, The Genus Hosta-
Giboshi Zoku pp. 70-79.

H. montana var. transiens Maekawa
H. montana ‘Transiens’ Schmid 1991

H. montana ‘Transiens

H. nakaiana Maekawa

H. nakaiana

H. nigrescens Maekawa

H. nigrescens

H. nigrescens f. elatior Maekawa
H. nigrescens ‘Elatior’ Schmid 1991

H. ‘Elatior’

H. okamii
(SEE H. sieboldii t. okamii)

H. okamotoi ArakKi

H. okamotoi

H. opipara Maekawa
H. *Opipara’ Schmid 1991

H. ‘Opipara’
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1) Full Botanical Name (date of valid publication has been

AHS

omitted. Refer to W.G. Schmid, The Genus Hosta-Giboshi Zoku Sanctioned
for the valid publication date for each species and sub-species Name

listed)

2) Horticultural, Trade, and Incorrect Name(s)

H. pachyscapa Maekawa H. pachyscapa
H. plantaginea Ascherson var. plantaginea H. plantaginea
In the trade incorrectly as H. plantaginea ‘Grandiflora’.

H. plantaginea f. aphrodite Maekawa H.* Aphrodite’

H. ‘Aphrodite’ Schmid 1991

H. plantaginea f. stenantha Maekawa
H. ‘Stenantha’ Schmid 1991

H.* Stenantha’

H. plantaginea ‘Venus’
H.*Venus’ Schmid 1991

H.* Venus’

H. plantaginea var. japonica Maekawa

H. plantaginea japonica

H. polyneuron

(SEE H. kikutii var. polyneuron)
H. pulchella Fujita H. pulchella
H. pycnophylla Maekawa H. pycnophylla

H. rectifolia Nakai var. rectifolia

H. rectifolia

H. rectifolia pruinosa
(SEE H. rectifolia var. rectifolia . pruinosa

H. rectifolia ‘Chiona Albiflora’
(SEE H. rectifolia var. chionea f. albiflora

H. rectifolia var. australis Maekawa ex Schmid

H. rectifolia australis

H. rectifolia var. chionea Maekawa
H. rectifolia ‘Chionea’ Schmid 1991

H. rectifolia ‘Chionea’

H. rectifolia var. chionea f. albiflora Maekawa
H. rectifolia ‘Albiflora’ Schmid 1991

H. rectifolia *Albiflora’

H. rectifolia var. rectifolia f. pruinosa Maekawa

H. rectifolia pruinosa
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1) Full Botanical Name (date of valid publication has been
omitted. Refer to W.G. Schmid, The Genus Hosta-Giboshi Zoku
for the valid publication date for each species and sub-species
listed)

2) Horticultural, Trade, and Incorrect Name(s)

AHS
Sanctioned
Name

H. rectifolia var. sachalinensis (Koidzumi) Maekawa

H. rectifolia sachalinensis

H. rohdeifolia Maekawa f. rohdeifolia
H. ‘Rohdeifolia’ Schmid 1991

H. ‘Rohdeifolia’

H. rohdeifolia 1. viridis Maekawa

H. rohdeifolia viridis

H. rupifraga Nakai

H. rupifraga

H. sacra Maekawa
H. ‘Sacra’ Schmid 1991

H. ‘Sacra’

H. shikokiana Fujita

H. shikokiana

H. sieboldiana (Hooker) Engler var. sieboldiana

H. ‘Sieboldiana’ Schmid 2011/2012

See explanation in AHS's The Online Hosta Journal, 2011, Section
Genus Hosta by W. George Schmid.

H. ‘Sieboldiana

H. sieboldiana var. amplissima Maekawa
H. ‘Amplissima’ Schmid 1991

H. ‘Amplissima

H. sieboldiana var. elegans Hylander
H. ‘Elegans’ Schmid 1991

H. ‘Elegans’

H. sieboldiana var. fortunei Maekawa
(SEE H. ‘Tokudama’)

H. sieboldiana var. glabra Fujita

In 1976, Fujita combined H. montana and H. ‘Sieboldiana’ under
one name. This placement combines a number of distinct species
and varieties with plants of cultivated origin under one name and
is not accepted here, because it will cause widespread confusion in
horticulture. As a consequence, this name and its placement is not
in horticultural use. H. montana is endemic in all of Japan and is
found from the most southern regions of Japan to parts of Hok-
kaido. On the other hand, H. ‘Sieboldiana’ is considered to be of
cultivated origin and has not been found in the wild in Japan. For
these reasons, the name H. sieboldiana var. glabra is not in use.

H. sieboldiana var. hypophylla Maekawa
H. ‘Hypophylla’ Schmid 1991

H. *Hypophylla
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1) Full Botanical Name (date of valid publication has been
omitted. Refer to W.G. Schmid, The Genus Hosta-Giboshi Zoku
for the valid publication date for each species and sub-species
listed)

2) Horticultural, Trade, and Incorrect Name(s)

AHS
Sanctioned
Name

H. sieboldii (Paxton) Ingram
H. sieboldii ‘Sieboldii’ incorrect

This is the white-margined form renamed H. sieboldii
‘Albomarginata’ per the ICNCP.

H. sieboldii ‘ Albomarginata

H. sieboldii f. alba (Irving) Hara
H. sieboldii ‘Alba’ Schmid 1991

H. sieboldii ‘Alba’

H. sieboldii f. angustifolia (Regel) Schmid

H. sieboldii angustifolia

H. sieboldii f. bunchoko (Maekawa) Schmid
H. ‘Bunchoko’ Schmid 1991

H. ‘Bunchoko’

H. sieboldii f. campanulata (Araki) Schmid

H. sieboldii campanulata

H. sieboldii f. kifukurin (Maekawa) Schmid
H. *Kifukurin Koba’ Schmid 1991 (Japanese synonym)

H. sieboldii ‘Kifukurin’

H. sieboldii f. kabitan (Maekawa) Hara
H. ‘Kabitan’ Schmid 1991

H. ‘Kabitan’

H. sieboldii f. mediopicta (Maekawa) Hara
H. ‘Mediopicta’ Schmid 1991

H. ‘Mediopicta’

H. sieboldii f. okamii (Maekawa) Hara
H. sieboldii okamii

H. sieboldii okamii

H. sieboldii . spathulata (Miquel) Schmid

This is the green typical species found in the wild. It has been
assigned the specific epithet spathulata.

H. sieboldii spathulata

H. sieboldii f. subchrocea (Maekawa) Hara
H. ‘Subcrocea’ Schmid 1991

H. ‘Subcrocea’

H. sieboldii thunbergiana

This name is incorrect
(SEE H. sieboldii . spathulata)

H. sieboldii viridis
This name is incorrect
(SEE H. sieboldii f. spathulata)

2012-02-05 - 10 -




1) Full Botanical Name (date of valid publication has been
omitted. Refer to W.G. Schmid, The Genus Hosta-Giboshi Zoku
for the valid publication date for each species and sub-species
listed)

2) Horticultural, Trade, and Incorrect Name(s)

AHS
Sanctioned
Name

H. sparsa
(SEE H. longipes f. sparsa)

H. takahashii Araki
H. takahashii

H. takahashii

H. takiensis Araki
H. takiensis

H. takiensis

H. tardiva Nakai H. tardiva

H. tardiva

H. tardiflora (Irving) Stearn apud Grey H. ‘Tardiflora’
This is incorrectly considered a form of H. longipes f. sparsa. The

latter has purple anthers; H. ‘Tardiflora’ has yellow anthers.

Details in THJ, Vol. 27, No. 2, pp. 75-78 (1992).

H. tibae Maekawa H. tibae

Also spelled incorrectly as H. chibai and H. tibai

H. tokudama Maekawa H. ‘Tokudama’
H. *Tokudama’ Schmid 1991

H. tokudama f. aureonebulosa Maekawa H. ‘Tokudama

H. ‘Tokudama Aureonebulosa’ Schmid 1991

Aureonebulosa’

H. tokudama ft. flavocircinalis Maekawa
H. ‘Tokudama Flavocircinalis’ Schmid 1991

H. ‘Tokudama
‘Flavocircinalis’

H. tokudama f. flavoplanata Maekawa
H. ‘Tokudama Flavoplanata’ Schmid 1991

H. ‘Tokudama ‘Flavoplanata’

H. tortifrons Maekawa
H. ‘Tortifrons’ Schmid 1991

H. ‘Tortifrons’

H. tosana
(SEE H. kikutii var. tosana)

H. tsushimensis Fujita

H. tsushimensis

H. tsushimensis var tibae Fujita & Tamura
(SEE H. tibae)
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1) Full Botanical Name (date of valid publication has been AHS
omitted. Refer to W.G. Schmid, The Genus Hosta-Giboshi Zoku Sanctioned
for the valid publication date for each species and sub-species Name
listed)

2) Horticultural, Trade, and Incorrect Name(s)

H. undulata Bailey H. ‘Undulata’
H. ‘Undulata’ Schmid 1991

H. undulata var. albomarginata Maekawa H. ‘Undulata Albomarginata’
H. ‘Undulata Albomarginata’ Schmid 1991

H. undulata var. erromena (Stearn) Maekawa H. ‘Undulata Erromena’
H. ‘Erromena’ Schmid 1991

H. undulata var. univittata (Miquel) Hylander H. ‘Undulata Univittata’
H. ‘Univittata’ Schmid 1991

H. ventricosa Stearn H. ventricosa

H. ventricosa

H. ventricosa *Aureomaculata’ Hensen . ,
Aureomaculata

H. ventricosa ‘Aureomarginata’ Hensen H. ventricosa
‘Aureomarginata’

H. venusta Maekawa H. venusta

H. yingeri Jones H. yingeri

Compiled by the Nomenclature Committee of the American Hosta Society (AHS) in
accordance with the rules of the
International Code of Nomenclature for algae, fungi, and plants (ICN)
(Melbourne Code 2011) and the
International Code for Nomenclature of Cultivated Plants ICNCP; 8" Edition 2009)
Published as a Web document by the Nomenclature Committee of
The American Hosta Society
Third Edition January 2012
Copyright © 2012 by The American Hosta Society
All Rights Reserved
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